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we are a small,
obscure practice born

of opportunity and
decades of toil and
labour

opportunity

noun: opportunity
a time or set of circumstances that
makes it possible to do something.

opportunity from obscurity

obscurity

noun: obscurity
the state of being unknown,
Inconspicuous, or unimportant.




The act of building requires the coming
together of various disciplines.

It is a calculated and mechanical process, which draws upon the sciences of building
technology, structure and construction. For centuries buildings have been built for
habitation and shelter. Buildings are straightforward utilitarian creations, which can be
erected by anyone with training and/or experience.

Therefore, it can be said that the technical skills required to realize a building are the
cornerstone of all disciplines within the building industry and should be expected of such
practitioners as a given. However, the question must be asked if this is sufficiently adequate
to call all buildings architecture?

Architecture is the creafive process of injecting art and craft into building. It is the human
element, which gives quality to space and aesthetic to form. Architecture is the ingredient,
which stirs life into sterile and lifeless struciures — balance, poise, proportion, harmony,
composition, colour and character.

The value of an architect is his or her ability to imbue buildings with such qualities.

‘Buildings’ are tolerated, ‘architecture’ is celebrated.

buildings are utilitarian
creations - they can be
erected by anyone with
training and experience

are all buildings
architecture?
the question arises
- what Is
architecture?




My experience has encompassed all
major building types, ranging from
residential, institutional and commercial
together with master planning.

| have had the privilege of working on some recognized projects both locally and abroad
including the Masijid Putrajaya and Hospital Putrajaya, Sultanah Bahiyah Hospital in Alor

Setar, PJ8 in Petaling Jaya, Al-Reem in Abu Dhabi, The National Health Institute in Setia

Alam, Arcoris in Mont Kiara, Radia in Bukit Jelutong, Solaris 3 in Solaris Mont Kiara and KL
Ecocity in Bangsar.

Many of these projects consist of multiple buildings within a single development and were
collaborations between local and international consultants, designers and clients.
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lockdown hit us from
18 march 2020 until 3 may 2020.
we worked from home until 12 May.
we returned to a newly laid out office
with maximised social distancing.

year 5 survival mode « obscurity?

work adjustments

permit to return to work
physical distancing

office space maxed out
web meetings only

S.0.p compliance

flexi hours applied

work from home limitations

commercial adjustments

survivability 6-12 months « opportunity?

some existing jobs k.1.v.

no new jobs

salaries adjusted downward
government subsidy sought
reduced office expenditure
bonuses deferred
increments deferred
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O

using the discovery
project as an example,
we demonstrate that
opportunity can result
from obscurity

opportunity

noun: opportunity
a time or set of circumstances that
makes it possible to do something.

opportunity from obscurity

obscurity

noun: obscurity
a thing that is unclear or
difficult to understand.
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of good visual and physical
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the zoning became
less obscure and
more organised
hierarchy and
circulation gave a

sense of clarity to
the masterplan
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Second 27/07/2018 —
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these are then blended with
polycarbote corrugations

and aluminium louvres - the
solid metal roof panels

complete this transition from
transparent to opaque
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artist Impression ¢ approach view
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artist impression ¢ approach view at dusk
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artist impression ¢ beach pool club



¢ Tt oATwee s, WY Y2
«

5 . 4 . |
f/”‘s'y-; >
iy o~

AL AL

b

. e

artist impression e aerial view



'.;»-(

AmEsAssssssssssesasnnh .

e - ..\....... U par-wos-

r
s g L]
e e i

-

PR

- ,.Mu«....‘..‘.

BT\

s ;“ Qu:_’}:.""f»
“ (R ll"' ¥

e% g
-

P L L

o 8

. . acmmAn-

P i




T

1]
8

i

Vesmyre s

" "””
|

N

G

S

7D

’

-

<
— e R o e

4 ) W
4 ummn v e— .

: . 3 e # =8 =3 vt - 53 - . . . . R A y ,

- W : Ay I, e A IR o v ot apeepd . Ko Ok i - e APt 5 - S Tt R e ey
. o Fe - PO . > - o PN AN -~ - od yon 4 < - o
[ : 2y X Bt ST s e s vl e bl SRR TP P ——
R ke e L b iy S Fred R T - iC, )
A P e R Ao o i o s MR SRR T S To T TN, oy . v e
e G T RN T o L e i 1y T SNONON e e N -
G A RN il 2, by - A e s RO U : o = N X —~ P o

g S8

: e % -
v £ - N : - ~ - R g T N ———

> o Y 23 SO ac
- - - L pmar = D - A IEE N R EN ) vy oo L5 e, Sy~ T o - A S
':“""2-".,‘" M“v" N~ T My g D e N ,_“—‘f'?«. L Tha e v ANy '4‘.:14‘.\_” S e \""-\ W"“’%‘f{‘ck“‘;\\ o~ e o L o 2 e T O .- 5 — e s e n . - s e
O] 7 e A IR Bt Dy as : ! P y M e ST LTSRN e G " - - . i b - 3
Lo Y T A . Al OB R s 5 ookt PN RP P Tt e R -~ B X DS ey T, R i ) & s > .o N ol b - -
- -~ ! ~'§.h‘ o e oy " b lad LSS SO el . 20 S S Y e iy Ty W . S S A g e “ W~ = 24
« ~g - - : - .- f LTS - B NG, - - N - - - L Cal ) e N ’ ' P - . .y . A 5 ua - -
p au - e 52 e A TS M T L L - = : v S et Al S o o ‘ : 2 N - A - : . -k :
b e NI ' W L AP s gt ! N S S R bl it g i i 4L e AT K = S T e
- a0 B\ - el ? . \ Ragads Q) ALY, Bl 155 . A PR g y oM > TS
e . "N - ~ - h -1 7 e e AT . R S b TN R, R My
@ - 0 y Tl L e g - o e SR o \'=_'.;~,* ] i o g e 3 Loh )

Lt O P
o o) ot e

L L s A
T R AR

33

- “ ~ P v )
N - R R S R e s A RTaoVoes &N s . T B P

-ET - L Ea R Y Y ey ; EXF
> - A - ._ :—b\'ﬁow ': *fi}%{_m-\\ "}\\‘ f Al < ‘-\,3 ‘B."o‘ . e - " A , v\.‘. x -
\ N oS el & - o P ok, TN 5
e T e AR o By
. et . Yo A Jom R

AR o] T G ' '
| e P L R P AR o LT

B A PR ey i '_'},P.'r-'.,_.
g
P . % 2
B e e T et B
e e e R gl e
R P W ’ e ~ o

e A Mt ™ e 8 ML e, \‘3&5; ~
; ﬁ-’ivﬁaﬁzyz&éfﬁg’%{i Cigedere

Sigeee,
I3 e R e
T iy, TN ?" Lag 05
et "
i

- d -
IS b T

£

-2
- \ ~ '3
o :‘,’apus":-' Rk . -
S PRSI O Fo N g

Xty o




o

\
A\

AN

AN ’\\
W\
x\i
\

o '1:'~.

'_._

AN

’,
%,

L]

W
\<~

NN
: }}q&*

DN
\

W\

AN
W

\

.

(N

%\
W

AN
N

il
MW
AN
N

/)
B
A
‘i'\ \

1]
W
AW
\\

/,

h Y

Ridn







-

\\\\u
I

W/

i

\
\\

.
N A
AW,

i

N

(T
N

(T

B

NN
m

AR
\
\\

\

i

W

T
T

A

|

T e
W\

\-\

\

el
v — - 0
,!\_,.' “g ll‘}ﬁ ST ‘

_ l; - ”.“'}"
Lk YR | rz::'!m(‘ b

T—

p——
.-

Bk

i“.’_ peL

\""' > W X
. ) i (‘ 1
, ’,\f 8 5\ 2 A
: y! A\ -"'5- £

¢
- g == =) ‘
Tt : ' ¥ * 50 o hee /
Y [ best \ i \ 3 - " L A y
- — X " W \ .\ LS o S
& N A Sy - . - ) I 5 [\ .
N . prESSes . = T o N & 1 Ny i
2. ' . ¥ : I - > - < « 18 4 ALY
p. 3 r " Ales an £3 ol AT o e Tl | Wk \_ R kye
)t - g I 3 : . A A S | TR s '
“ - .
)
A Y -
. !
¢

t l‘[
2 YT

A

— - - .- w 5a
- & Sy »> s
e R ey C R ST S o vt e il e W il
T I N UL Y e ol Y '_”"tf:““‘-f N -
R R R e o Sa e et e A Ll

~ - . - ] t ALY
e S aar L PR e e T 2 #:v-' i ol E P - -2 g Py 2
A R LR - ..‘."i‘-'f'ﬁ.‘:ﬂ 2T ."'V‘Z‘L-’.";'.. - — Iadie —
ore . AN T2 P J e N AL S e — ' e
TR T PR Ty oS T L A SR DN ) S WA AR W
R AN o a4 m-'—".c”"& A N e P = P T ey .
-’ o ¥ ."_‘J,-'.-,n . i reand, | N ~ E » 3
- - _../ . 2 e A -i.&qs"_;_f_’{"‘:_ e 2-....00_ ._-"v),;:;,,- oo Rt oald® -;.ﬂ'\ <3
‘ L . - e - = (3P Ly L e A DU M e Y .y YR
. we e or <4 2 St = - e ) » RO L < o .,{‘_’ Y N R —— >N -
s S | AN e ~}M A NPT T St Al i "‘:'.'.TT"' G 1 -5#- : e 7 2 At Jih L
7, el v LMD T U S g PO BT s R, —o ' JTVRET 10 L
- A L y " A A = - e ® re ! !
v X " Vo f\’-a ’ J 3 |

S ey

- «~ "‘4**1’:‘ RS S

-h®



Al

o c/\/\h.‘\\.\\k.\\\; . ALl
: - ——— et
NN TITTFTIITIITTTIVETTII TV

f I

~

————— |

/AT

A |

g’
’
g

AT

A

"

o

_ — o—— | .."»l\uﬂ fe

TN =

.

__/é,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,ﬂ

TIIT18153071
Z..._,.____._._




' T 4 N

i

|
'
L
)
‘m

i
; ]

V7

Sra |

i = ,
'} a
P oeE immAe

L
[

"
¥

0w

1
o D
- -~ I e

' 1
gl E
(= W, -

P o

:

. A
y
M
! - 1
! } .
o
v
’<

T
P
{
- ' !
e |
-
ORI T ™ e e
. "—:-*.:.*..ﬁ.."- -~
e e
e
(O ot L

-
”
-

0 I -
BRI




h
% |l
% )
4 . " ?
“ h"
‘ Iy ‘ / ‘ h . Y\v
y = A ‘{‘.f ' AN /
¥l 4 v

N N N S e

o

R e

~—

P2 A ENESER >
e SR LIRS
. |

L) =

31 BT AR U s :
A bl L] N 4 PR s B8

: . ' ‘:P.E‘,%

U

it ]| et

Ieel\ 81

| [

L
T

H) “!‘.lfﬁ

U

AL LS e
D IRTTT e

EER VAN B, Erati IR
HREK TNy
NN R OR®

480 RN DS
I e e 1 TS,
101 0k R o el

giTn g R (S )
A LT

iih AT ERD

N ST

RL1 e
lfl‘i'(_l".!:n" i
WO LA

R
FRLT R
(IR R % 1S
i Wt

i, iR A
k] \"v;ml
o8 Ak

FAREURL

I HPERD.

2 1 e
B i 1
a0 0N
i!fvdlvj".?iﬁ!iv
i = iy b
K STHN

st
b .'J-Siiiilli'lﬂf
eV imath

R e

WU
T RIS N

m». ”}'D»;'
en L L

RN

o BN i
gl e
TR ST

PSL R TRl

oL amANER
. Pt e L (] o s Nl-’!-”.'r'-i;": . res 28 3 52 b
231 IRy 9'.&.*-:-‘- L ; e Wt U N
ry sty A T T TORATIENTE TP i T » - WD 4L MERORT | e -
UL AL R MORONEY 0 Biunnune M AUAGD WIFLSHeT
i llll l"‘;f;“' ;;;;;d.‘lh"ll" nh Len (5 me sld

"

o

- -—
= e .- X = -
. S e = -
- - —_ e . — ~ o —
RARE S - o - - e 2 = ~ -
- - - a - - -
- - - ~ - e
Y - - . ! - ~ .
A : \ o =
N At S A . -
. s =
. \‘ . ~
\ Y X !
, = \ - - 2 Y




J

G N
T e

’
. =

| f
- oy "’”’"’L
ol fovest e

g’




1' A"'.'

S e _*
RAL (SRR e 1)
S "4‘. S AR
1; )

dv\’ 'f\iﬁ
~
L) >




A e T LY —
\

g P
. -

-_—— .-.’”.“.
s
- .




- - ll!...'!f - Ol.vﬁ.ll..ltl Qctlltiiltt.l'ltllll
) = Wﬂ

P '....'...l..

A. '..........'.....- x il ...:. -. p ."..-

: " } A \

. e i -

. - : — - - . . —al -.\L“‘ -

A

. 3
..Q.A..* 05 43 R~
TIIRLE
: 1. 1 8%
'.D RS g
«







DIALOGUE

SESSION

WY 1Y

ed o
S oo ¥ SN

0 be reproduc

o

Not

&£ W




“Buildings are
folerated,
Architecture
IS
celebrated”

Source: Quote from ShafikZaman Architect’s slide.




What is your
most proud
- Achievement
out of this
obscured
time?
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What is your
thought
process
through
design
iterations?




How did
selection o
material hel

with the

design?
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How do you
balance
iy © 0l SRR between
gigdue:: - architecture
sizee o oo o design and a
~ tight budget?
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